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1 . REACTING TO THE RESISTANCE ELEMENT OCCUPATION OF A 
BORDER ISLAND DURING THE FIRST WEEK OF APRIL, VIENTIANE 
AUTHORITIES INSTRUCTED THE POPULATION APRIL 7 TO STORE 
FOOD ITEMS IN CASE OE WAR. BEFORE THE INCIDENT 
EMBASSY'S WEEKLY MARKET SURVEYS SHOWED THAT THE PRICES 
OF ALL QUALITIES OF WHITE RICE STEADILY ROSE SINCE 
PRICES OF REFTEL. AFTER THE INCIDENT, HOWEVER, 

RICE MERCHANTS CLAIMED FARMERS WERE MORE RELUCTANT TO 
SELL THEIR RICE STOCKS, BOOSTING PRICES EVEN HIGHER. 

2. EMBASSY MARKET SURVEYOE APRIL 20 SHOWED THE PRICE 
OF RICE INCREASED EROM THAT OE MARCH 2, REPORTED REETEL. 
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FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD QUALITY WHITE RICE INCREASED 
FROM 200, 150 AND 100 TO 350, 300 AND 200 KIP PER KILO 
RESPECITVELY. FIRST QUALITY GLUTINOUS RICE THAT SOLD 
FOR 100 KIP PER KILO MARCH 2 WAS NOT AVAILABLE APRIL 
20 BUT SECOND QUALITY INCREASED FROM 80 TO 130 AND 
THIRD QUALITY WAS AVAILABLE FOR 80 KIP PER KILO ON 
APRIL 20. 
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3. WITH THE COMING OF THE DRY SEASON THE PRICES FOR 
NEARLY ALL TYPES OF VEGETABLES AND FRUITS INCREASED. 

THE PRICE OF CUCUMBERS ROSE FROM 100 TO 250, GREEN 
BEANS FROM 200 TO 300, ENDIVE FROM 400 TO 700, GREEN 
ONIONS FROM 400 TO 500, CABBAGE, TOMATOS 

AND LETTUCE FROM 150 TO 300, PAPAYA FROM 300 TO 500, 

AND BANANAS FROM 100 TO 150 KIP PER KILO. 

4. THE FREE MARKET PRICES OF SUGAR, EGGS, COFFEE AND 
MILK INCREASED GREATLY, PERHAPS REFLECTING THEIR SHORT 
SUPPLY IN THE GOVERNMENT STORES BECAUSE OF THE INSTRUC- 
TION TO STOCKPILE FOOD ITEMS IN HOMES. SUGAR INCREASED 
FROM 300 TO 750 AND COFFEE FROM 1000 TO 1500 KIP PER 

KILO, EGGS FROM 900 TO 1200 KIP PER 10 EGGS, AND SWEET 
MILK FROM 250 TO 450 KIP PER CAN. 

5. THE PRICES OF PORK, BEEF, AND BUFFALO MEAT REMAINED 
ABOUT THE SAME ALTHOUGH CHICKEN AND DUCK INCREASED FROM 
1200 EACH TO 1800 AND 1700 KIP PER KILO RESPECITVELY. 

6. THE BLACK MARKET RATE FOR A DOLLAR FELL FROM 1440 
KIP MARCH 2 TO 1370 KIP APRIL 20. 

CORCORAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, MARKETS, RICE, PRICES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977VIENTI00757 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770141-0172 

Format: TEL 
From: VIENTIANE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770427/aaaaawre.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 29141 6a0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 VIENTIANE 432 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2715636 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LAO MARKET CONDITIONS 
TAGS: EFIN, AFIN, ALOW, EIND, LA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/29f41 6a0-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



